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1254 and the references cited therein. A PTO 1449 form formally 
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United States Patent Publication 2002/0089217 in Category 
X: of special significance considered alone, with references to 
examined claims 1, 2 and 10 

♦Paragraphs 0018 and 0019 , FIGS. 1 to 7; and in Category Y: Of 
special significance in combination with another reference of the 
same category as to examined claims 3 to 6. 
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Atty's 22689 



Pat. App. 10/668,691 



DE 199 18 608 is cited in Category Y 
* Abstract; FIG. 2* 

With references to examined claims 3 to 6. 

DE 35 29 957 is cited in Category X 
*Col. 6, line 64 to line 67 ; 
FIGS. 1 to 3* 

with reference to examined claims 1, 2, 10. 

United States Patent 6 341 821 is cite in Category X 
♦Abstract; FIGS. * 

with reference to examined claims 1, 2, 10 

EP 1 348 593 is cited in Category E: a prior patent 
document which however has been published only after the date of 
the application in which it was cited* 

♦Abstract; FIGS. 1 to 4* , with reference to examined 
claims 1 to 10. 

Consideration of the references is requested. 
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For the record it is noted that neither a fee nor a 
certification is required since this Information Disclosure 
Statement is filed prior to the initial Office Action on the 
merits. 
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